
Filing requirements

Who must file: �}Ó�� Á» age, gross income and filing status

Worldwide income (+S� §61) §Ó Ú}ï�� �ÁÏ b.W. �§Ú§õ�»Ó }»�
Ï�Ó§��»ÚÓ; nonresident aliens }Ï� Ú}ï�� Á» U.S.-source income
Á»´ð

Residency: }» }´§�» §Ó } nonresident ß»´�ÓÓ Ú¥�ð º��Ú Ú¥� green
card ÁÏ substantial presence Ú�ÓÚ

Dual-status = Ì}ÏÚ-ð�}Ï Ï�Ó§��»Ú (ð�}Ï Á� }ÏÏ§é}´ ÁÏ ��Ì}ÏÚßÏ�)

+� »ßº��ÏÓ:

• SSN: �§Ú§õ�»Ó }»� Ï�Ó§��»ÚÓ

• EIN: �ßÓ§»�ÓÓ, �ÓÚ}Ú� ÁÏ ÚÏßÓÚ

• ITIN: »Á»-�§Ú§õ�»Ó ê§Ú¥ÁßÚ }»
WW? (fi´§»  Á»´ð)

• ATIN: }�ÁÌÚ§Á», ê¥�» }» WW?
§Ó »ÁÚ ð�Ú }é}§´}�´�

Five filing statuses

Status Who qualifies

Single b»º}ÏÏ§��, �§éÁÏ��� ÁÏ ´� }´´ð Ó�Ì}Ï}Ú�� �ð
ð�}Ï-�»�

Married filing
jointly (MFJ)

>}ÏÏ§�� (ÁÏ ÓÌÁßÓ� �§�� �ßÏ§»  Ú¥� ð�}Ï)

Married filing
separately (MFS)

W�Ì}Ï}Ú� Ï�ÚßÏ»Ó; ´§º§ÚÓ º}»ð �Ï��§ÚÓ }»�
���ß�Ú§Á»Ó

Head of household
(HOH)

b»º}ÏÏ§�� + Ì}§� >50% Á� ¥Áº� �ÁÓÚ +
ÓßÌÌÁÏÚÓ } Îß}´§�ð§»  Ì�ÏÓÁ»

Qualifying
surviving spouse
(QSS)

#ÁÏ 2 years }ÿ�Ï Ú¥� ð�}Ï Á� Ú¥� ÓÌÁßÓ�’Ó
��}Ú¥: (1) �Áß´� ¥}é� fi´�� °Á§»Ú´ð §» Ú¥� ð�}Ï Á�
��}Ú¥, (2) »ÁÚ Ï�º}ÏÏ§��, (3) ¥}Ó } ��Ì�»��»Ú
�¥§´�, (4) Ì}§� >50% Á� ¥Áº� �ÁÓÚ

Deadlines

Date Rule

April 15 Form 1040 �ß� (15Ú¥ �}ð Á� Ú¥� 4Ú¥ ºÁ»Ú¥); »�ïÚ
�ßÓ§»�ÓÓ �}ð §� } ê��²�»� ÁÏ ¥Á´§�}ð

October 15 Form 4868: }ßÚÁº}Ú§� 6-month �ïÚ�»Ó§Á» ÚÁ file,
not ÚÁ Ì}ð; §»Ú�Ï�ÓÚ }»� Ì�»}´Ú§�Ó }��Ïß� Á»
ß»Ì}§� Ú}ï

June 15 �§Ú§õ�»Ó }»� Ï�Ó§��»ÚÓ abroad: }ßÚÁº}Ú§� 2-month
�ïÚ�»Ó§Á»

Extra time #���Ï}´ �§Ó}ÓÚ�Ï }Ï�}

Foreign income

Foreign earned income exclusion: ßÌ ÚÁ $130,000 (2025),
Form 2555; ºßÓÚ º��Ú Ú¥� �Á»} fi�� Ï�Ó§��»�� Ú�ÓÚ ÁÏ 330
days in 12 months Á� Ì¥ðÓ§�}´ ÌÏ�Ó�»��

FBAR: �ÁÏ�§ » }��Áß»ÚÓ >$10,000; �ß� April 15 (}ßÚÁº}Ú§�
�ïÚ�»Ó§Á» ÚÁ E�Ú 15); fi´�� ê§Ú¥ FinCEN, not ê§Ú¥ Ú¥� Ú}ï Ï�ÚßÏ»

Taxable and nontaxable income

Taxable:

• m} �Ó }»� Ú§ÌÓ (m-2)

• b»�ºÌ´Áðº�»Ú
• ?Á»�ºÌ´Áð�� �ÁºÌ (1099-

?��/>+W�)

• S�»ÚÓ }»� ÏÁð}´Ú§�Ó (W�¥ �)

• $}º�´§»  }»� ÌÏ§õ�Ó

• +»Ú�Ï�ÓÚ }»� �§é§��»�Ó (W�¥ �)

• WÚ}Ú� Ï��ß»�Ó
• S�Ú§Ï�º�»Ú �§ÓÚÏ§�ßÚ§Á»Ó

• ]Ï�}ÓßÏ� ÚÏÁé�

• �}»��´�� ���Ú

Nontaxable:

• 8§�� §»ÓßÏ}»�� ÌÏÁ����Ó

• Post-2018 alimony
• �ÁºÌ�»Ó}ÚÁÏð }»� ºÁÓÚ
�ºÁÚ§Á»}´-�§ÓÚÏ�ÓÓ �}º} �Ó

• �¥§´� ÓßÌÌÁÏÚ

• W?�P, ]�?#, >��§�}§�
• �Áº�}Ú Ì}ð (§� ßÓ�� �ÁÏ �+�)

Cancellation of debt: Ú}ï}�´� (1099-C §� ≥$600); insolvency
�ï�´ßÓ§Á» ßÌ ÚÁ Ú¥� }ºÁß»Ú §»ÓÁ´é�»Ú

Scholarships: »Á»Ú}ï}�´� �ÁÏ Úß§Ú§Á», �ÁÁ²Ó }»� Ï�Îß§Ï�� �ÁßÏÓ�
���Ó Á»´ð

Hobby §»�Áº� §Ó Ú}ï}�´�; �ïÌ�»Ó�Ó not ���ß�Ú§�´� (2018–
2025)

§280E: §´´� }´ �ßÓ§»�ÓÓ (�. ., º}Ï§°ß}»}): §»�Áº� Ú}ï}�´�, no
expense deductions

Wages and compensation

W-2 Box 1 �ï�´ß��Ó ÌÏ�-Ú}ï �Á»ÚÏ§�ßÚ§Á»Ó (401(²), )W�)

Allocated tips (Box 8): }ÓÓ§ »�� ê¥�» Ï�ÌÁÏÚ�� Ú§ÌÓ }Ï� <8% Á�
Ó}´�Ó; »ÁÚ §» �Áï 1

No Tax on Tips (OBBBA, 2025–2028): ���ß�Ú§Á» ßÌ ÚÁ
$25,000, Ì¥}Ó�� ÁßÚ }�Áé� MAGI $150,000 / $300,000 MFJ

No Tax on Overtime (2025–2028): ���ß�Ú§Á» �ÁÏ Ú¥� Áé�ÏÚ§º�
premium Á»´ð, ßÌ ÚÁ $12,500 ($25,000 MFJ), Ó}º� Ì¥}Ó�-ÁßÚ.
�ÁÚ¥ }Ï� deductions �ÁÏ }´´ Á� 2025, »ÁÚ �ï�ºÌÚ§Á»Ó; ÓÚ§´´ Áê�
Social Security and Medicare; Schedule 1-A

Other comp (taxable):

• �Á»ßÓ�Ó }»� }ê}Ï�Ó

• Group-term life >$50,000
• ]}ï}�´� ��ß�}Ú§Á»}´
}ÓÓ§ÓÚ}»��

• P�ÏÓÁ»}´ ßÓ� Á� } �ÁºÌ}»ð
�}Ï

• +ºÌßÚ�� §»�Áº�

Self-employment and clergy

Schedule C: } ÓÁ´� ÌÏÁÌÏ§�ÚÁÏ  �ÚÓ 100% Á� Ú¥� ÌÏÁfiÚ ÁÏ ´ÁÓÓ
}»� §Ó Ì�ÏÓÁ»}´´ð ´§}�´�

SE tax Á» 92.35% Á� »�Ú ÌÏÁfiÚ

Statutory employees (§»ÓßÏ}»�� Ó}´�Ó, �Ï§é�ÏÓ) ���ß�Ú �ïÌ�»Ó�Ó
Á» W�¥ �

Clergy: m-2 �ºÌ´Áð�� �ÁÏ §»�Áº� Ú}ï, self-employed for
SS/Medicare; Ì}ÏÓÁ»} � ÁÏ ¥ÁßÓ§»  }´´Áê}»�� �ï�´ß��� �ÏÁº
§»�Áº� but subject to SE tax
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